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Do you like being a beekeeper? Being a beekeeper is very fun, 

because you get to create a relationship with the bees. Not all the 

hives are the same, so you get to learn a lot. I am always excited when 

I see bees, but I am calmly excited. Bees don’t sting me because I 

always remain calm. 

How many eggs does a queen bee lay each day? Queen bees lay 

1500 to 2000 eggs a day. She has special attendants (worker bees) 

that clean her and feed her so that she can focus on laying eggs. 

How long does a queen bee live for? Queen bees live up to 5 years. 

They are marked with a color, to remember how old they are (each year 

has a different color). The workers can generate a new queen when the 

queen dies. They feed an egg royal jelly to do so. 

What are some cool facts about bees? 

     • Bees communicate via body language or pheromones. They pick up 

the signals with their antennas 

     • Bees have 5 eyes 

     • Bees can fly up to 7 miles 

Did you wear a honeybee costume for Halloween? I didn’t but that’s 

a good idea for next year! 

MEET RENEL, OUR BEEKEEPER 
FROM CITY GROWERS

Don't forget!

Interview by  

Charlie (2nd) 

& Mael (K) Sommain

 

We have a new  

Lost & Found area in 

the cafeteria. Check it 

out and claim your 

items! Items not 

claimed will be 

donated at the end of 

the month. 
Feedback? Email greenarts@ps.20.org

Let's get to know Renel, who helps to care 

for our rooftop honey-making friends!



SCAVENGER HUNT

BEHIND THE SCENES: 
THE BOILER ROOM 

     You may remember that the Boiler Room at P.S. 20 

was featured in a segment ‘Cool at School’ on News12! 

For those of you who don't, here’s what you missed. Head 

Custodian Mr. Falco and Fireman Engineer Mr. Orlando 

teamed up years ago to beautify and preserve the 

basement of P.S. 20 to create an opportunity for the 

students to learn and explore. Every year, Mr. Orlando 

invites each class on a special tour of the Boiler Room. The 

class takes a walk through the basement and learns about 

the equipment and machinery. 

     A few of the highlights include two massive boilers, an 

air compressor, and a remarkable color coded pipe 

system. A few items such as: the small collection of coal, a 

bright red wagon, and special tools that are no longer 

used now decorate the room with P.S. 20’s history.  

Custodians have many roles, but their main priority is to 

always make sure the students, teachers, and staff are 

safe. 

If you’re interested in a private tour, let us know.

In what year was 
PS20 built? 

 
 
 

(I’ll give you two hints. 
One answer is inside 
the school, the other 

is outside.) 

NBA Refs Call “Timeout for Reading”  

Every year, the NBRA (National Basketball Referees Association) and 

Scholastics team up to visit NBA city schools to read with students and 

encourage a love for literacy. On Friday afternoon, three NBA Referees 

visited Ms. Dixon and Mr. Trabelsi’s 5th grade students to promote this 

national literacy program. P.S. 20 was selected to be part of this nation- 

wide book club. The classroom that reads the most pages will win a prize 

at the end of the school year. This annual read-off kicked off with "Save 

Me a Seat" by Sarah Weeks and Gita Varadarajan. The story is about two 

students, Joe and Ravi, who might be from very different places, but they're 

both stuck in the same place: SCHOOL. We wish them good luck! NBA Referees left to right: Nick Burchert, 
Michael Smith and Marc Davis, 



Kid Reporters: 

Global Fashion Statements

by Kid Reporters: Camya, Cassidii, Cora, Devin, Isabella, Jayden, Melanie, Sade, 

Taniah, and Sazidah with Inquiring Minds USA.

The best thing about fashion is it comes in all 
types of fabrics and colors and for any race of 
people. Clothes come in all kinds of different 
designs. They are made for each Individual in 
this world today which makes us all unique. 
We love fashion and clothes. 

Kid Reporters is a student-led after school program 
which met once a week in the Fall. The students made all 
decisions collectively by debating and voting. They were 
tasked with coming up with a big question they could 
explore together using the Learning Wall. The boys 
wanted to explore space and the girls wanted to explore 
fashion. One student declared, “Let’s call it Global 
Fashion.” They were asked to communicate their findings 
which has culminated in this article. Their collaborative 
group discussions and cooperative research also 
resulted in “So what about global fashion?” which 
appeared in the last issue.  DK Holland and Rinesty Rusli 
Inquiring Minds USA. 

ICYMI... PS 20 style in the NY Times
While WE always knew PS 20 has the best dressed kids in NYC, on Nov 

27 the NYT Magazine published "48 of the Coolest Kids in New York" 

which proudly features PS 20 students! DK Holland contacted Marcy 

Swingle, the photographer who created the piece, who replied 

"Please tell [your students} I only wish I had seen them ALL on the day 

I was shooting at P.S. 20!" She went on to say,  "I like how they have 

mixed things up to create unique styles." So do we!  

 

photos by DK Holland



Camya says, “My outfit is cool 
because each part was made in 
different parts of the world. My 
crop top was made in China 

where there are factories where 
kids make our clothes. Those 

kids should be in school.”

Devin says, “We can make the 
first fashion on Mars, on the 

Moon, on Jupiter. And the aliens 
will think we’re aliens and that’s 
awesome! Up in the stars you 

could have a different color than 
pink or blue [than on Earth]. My 
costume was made in China.”

Isabella says, “I 
wanted to stand out 

also wanted to 
blend in. Since 

people don’t wear 
turtlenecks much I 

wore it. I wore 
camouflage to 

blend in.”

Melanie says, 
“Something I 
like about my 
outfit is the 
short shorts 
with the pink 

sweatshirt that 
says HYPE. 

Sade says “We follow a 
certain person who wears 

SUSTAINABLE CLOTHES!!! 
Sustainable = good fashion! 

It’s cute because it's new cool 
and loose. It's flowy, comfy 

and nice. ”

Taniah says, 
“My outfit is 

cool because 
it looks like 
outer space 

and the 
galaxy.”

Jayden 
says, “I think 
that people 
can wear 
everything 

they want in 
space.”

Cora says. “Why it’s cool: 
Cookies SF has a job 

application for a 
sustainability consultant. 

They want to change 
climate change!”

Sazidah, who is 
from 

Bangladesh, 
says, “My 

clothes are from 
Bangladesh and 

it’s pretty and 
pinkish.”

Cassidii says, “My style, 
my way: My dress was 

made in the U.S. 
and comes with a pearl 

necklace, and my sweater 
was made in China.”



AFTER HOURS 
Inside of the bustling halls of P.S. 20 afterhours

BAND PRACTICE with MR HAMPTON 

On Mondays and Tuesdays the legendary Mr. 

Hampton holds practice for 3rd-5th graders 

who are members of the school band. These 

amazing students practice diligently so that 

they can delight families at assemblies and 

evening concerts. Let's give these committed 

and talented students a bit THANK YOU for all 

their hard work and amazing 

accomplishments! 

 

DRUMMING @ KALEIDESCOPE 

On Wednesdays, 3rd grade students grace the 

halls of P.S. 20 with the sounds of the drum 

story circle with Ms Evelyn. Jillian Maura (3rd 

grade) shared that she finds the drumming 

practice "nice and calming" and all the 

students look forward for continuing their 

practice in the spring semester.   

 

ROBOTICS @ MOSAIC 

Twice a week at Mosaic after school students 

in K-5th grade have an opportunity to learn, 

explore, and create with KoKo Robotics. These 

classes use Little Bits, the STEAM robotics 

technology, which provides students with early 

exposure to coding and critical thinking. Each 

week students made unique creations using  

this technology and recyclable materials.  

 

GREEN TEAM with  MERYEM ELLIS 

P.S. 20 is on a mission to become a Zero 

Waste school. The drive behind the efforts are 

the committed and globally-minded students 

who are part of the Green Team, led by PTA 

co-President Meryem Ellis. These students have 

been working to educate themselves on 

sustainability initiatives and to raise awareness 

about the importance of recycling to their 

fellow students (and teachers and staff!) Let's 

all do our part and support their important 

work! 

Soon after school lets out at 2:40, the halls 

of P.S. 20 are far from silent. Let's meet a 

few of the groups gathering "after hours."



KINDNESS 
IS COOL

Feedback, suggestions, or want to be part of the newsletter 
committee? Email newsletter@ps20.org!

The Human Root

Kid's Corner

This spring, parents and teachers are invited to join 

together and do some important work. P.S. 20 staff 

and PTA will be working with The Human Root, an 

organization that helps groups to better understand 

themselves and develop through the lens of diversity.  

As PS 20 continues to rapidly grow, we need to ensure 

we have a strong shared vision for our students that values students and 

families of all cultures, backgrounds, orientations, and experiences. Look 

out for more info coming soon about how YOU can be involved in this 

important work. Check out www.thehumanroot.com to learn more. 

Meet Jasper: Our Wildlife Expert 

HEY STUDENTS! 
Stir up your creativity 

and complete this 
cartoon, then submit it 
in the box in the front 

office. On 2/25 a 
winning cartoon will be 
pulled and announced at 

the morning assembly! 
Don't forget to include 

your name!

by Annie Basulto

Did you know we have a turtle named 

Chino? He lives in the office at P.S. 20. 

And have you ever wondered who 

feeds him every day? We recently 

discovered that Jasper, little brother of 

Nico in the 1st grade, has made it his 

duty to visit the office and feed him 

every morning. After mom and dad 

drop off Nico, Jasper visits the tank and 

gives Chino lots of attention! Jasper 

and family, thank you for your service! 

Turtle Fun Fact: Turtles have existed 

for around 215 million years. 

     The first floor of our school 

has a whole wall dedicated to 

something colorful, bright, and 

kind! The Look For The Good wall 

adorns the long corridor of the 

1st grade wing. The idea began 

when a few teachers wanted to 

facilitate an interactive project 

that inspires kindness and 

appreciation amongst their 

students and beyond. 

     The wall is a place where 

students, parents, teachers, and 

staff can display thoughtful 

words for someone, provides an 

opportunity to share an act of 

kindness you witnessed, or simply 

to share a reason why you are 

grateful. Here are a few of our 

favorite messages: 

    
"I am thankful for my friends." 

-Hamzaa, 1st Grade 

 

"I am grateful for the opportunity to 

work with such amazing kids!" 

-Ms. Quinn, ESL teacher 

 

"I am thankful for life." 

- Anonymous Parent 

 

   "I am proud of what my sister 

draws." 

-Eloize, 2nd Grade 

 
P.S. 20 families and friends, 

continue adding your messages 

to this ongoing project!


