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The PS 20 Green Arts vegetable garden is thriving this fall and the students have 

begun to work with Mr. Jonathan to pick back up where they left off in June. And

thanks to a few families and the City Growers summer campers, the garden was 

well-tended this summer. Charette Denune (mom to 1st grader, Tristen, above) 

led the effort, and coordinated frequent weeding, harvesting, and cleaning 

throughout the summer. 

     This was also an opportunity for some new PS 20 families to get involved with 

the school before the year even started. Sam Proctor (mom to Leni, Pre-K) 

shared, "As a new family at PS 20, we volunteered as a way of getting our 

daughter familiar with her new 'big kids school!' We've been passing the gardens 

daily since she was first born and she was always curious." Margo Rivera (mom 

to Julia, K) added "The summer gardening was fun and confirmed our feelings 

that PS 20 really wants families to be a part of their children's educational 

experience." 

     Gardening was not just for grown-ups--the kids were experts at weeding, 

composting, and of course findings all sorts of bugs and worms that are 

important to keeping the soil healthy. And the best part? "We brought home 

chard, kale, tomatoes, basil, carrots, and ground cherries. We made two quiches 

with our spoils." says Sam. Margo brought home fresh mint to add a refreshing 

spin to lemonade and was impressed that "there are SOOO many items growing 

(and thriving!) in the middle of Brooklyn, on school property." 

GARDEN SUMMER VOLUNTEERS

Be on time! 

School 

starts at 8:20.

Ms. Barbera 
says...

Welcome Back PS 20!



ALL 

ABOUT... 

MS. NICKS

If you were a superhero, what would your superpowers 

be? Invisibility and the ability to read minds. What is your 

favorite book? Year of Yes, by Shonda Rhimes If you could 

only eat 1 food for the rest of your life, what would it be? 

Grilled lobster with melted butter What is your favorite trait 

about yourself? I'm a really good listener. If your classroom 

was a movie, what would the title be? School of 

Rock What is your favorite thing about PS 20? Monthly 

assembly Describe Ms. Barbera in 1 word. "Driven" Tell us 

about your pets We have a large red-eared slider turtle at 

home named Nigel. We let him walk around the backyard 

because he loves being out in the sun. Share a memory from 

when YOU were in 4th grade? Our annual dance festival. 

Each grade looked forward to getting out in the schoolyard 

every spring and showing off the dance they worked so hard 

on. What's something you'd like the parents and students 

of PS 20 to know about YOU? I love to travel to interesting 

places and experience new things. Last month I went 

horseback riding in a National park in Cuba. "Traveling is 

Learning" ~Kikuyu Proverb 

MASCOT CONTEST

 Teachers will soon be distributing entry sheets to students which include 

instructions for submitting students' own original designs. Each student 

can either give their finished design to their teacher or submit directly 

into the PTA lockbox in the main office. 

     Parent volunteers will narrow down the choices to 5 final contestants 

which will be voted on in the classroom by students and teachers. The 

winning entry will be announced at a monthly awards ceremony and will 

receive a free shirt featuring their design to proudly wear around town! 

Things to know: 

       (1) Only designs submitted on the official entry sheets will 

be considered. If you need an additional entry sheet, you can download 

one from ps20.org  

       (2) Use only black marker or pen 

       (3) Sure parents can help, but only children should be putting marker 

on the paper 

Questions? Ask Mr. Chung by email at DChung4@schools.nyc.gov 

All designs must be submitted by Nov 3rd, so go get creating! 

10 fun questions with  

the 4th grade teacher

PS 20 wants a mascot and needs YOUR help to design it!



OCTOBER IS 

NATIONAL 

ANTI- 

BULLYING 

MONTH

GETTING TO KNOW

MR. HAMPTON

Holly and James had the opportunity to sit down with PS 20's 

esteemed music teacher over hot cocoa and coffee, to ask the 

questions we all want to know about our very own Mr. Hampton 

[spoiler alert he loves Michael Jackson's Off the Wall, Charlie Parker, 

and (admittedly boring) vanilla ice cream]. 

Kids: Why did you become a teacher? Mr. H: That's a tough question. 

I like helping people and teaching people how to do things. I do this 

even at home with my own kids.  

Kids: What is your favorite pizza topping? Mr. H: Pepperoni. Without a 

question. Kids: me too! 

Kids: What did you do over summer break? Mr. H: I traveled a bit. We 

went to New Orleans and Los Angeles.  

Kids: What is your favorite animal? Mr. H: Probably dogs. My family 

has a dog named Riley. 

Kids: What is your favorite color? Mr. H: Black--probably because all 

the musical instrument cases and stands are black.  

Kids: Where should PS 20 families go to see good live music? Mr. H: 

There are so many good places in Brooklyn. BAM, the Bandshell in 

Prospect Park. My daughter even went to her first concern in Central 

Park last week. I have probably taken my kids to all the jazz clubs 

of New York. I'm not sure if they like it, but I take them! 

    

According to the 2017 

School Environment 

Survey, 100% of the 

teachers at PS 20 say their 

students are safe outside 

and around the school! 

The PS 20 Peacekeepers, 

a program of Inquiring 

Minds, helps students 

cultivate a peaceful school 

environment by training 

them to mediate peaceful 

and proactive conflict 

resolution amongst 

students. 

And if you want to help 

prevent bullying at school, 

ask your teacher if your 

class can take an anti- 

bullying pledge: 

As a Kid Against 

Bullying, I pledge to: 

     (1) Speak up when I 

see bullying. 

     (2) Reach out to others 

who are bullied. 

     (3) Be a friend 

whenever I see bullying. 

Interview & art  

by Holly Slife (3rd) & James Slife (1st)

Kids: What was 

school band like 

when you were a 

kid? Mr. H: We didn't 

have school band 

when I was in 

elementary school. I 

started playing 

when I was 11 in 6th 

grade. Saxophone 

was my first 

instrument. And it's 

still my favorite.

Do you want to... interview a 

teacher? share a 

hobby? contribute artwork? 

Contact newsletter@ps20.org 

to be part of the new monthly 

newsletter!



WHO WANTS 

EGGS?

OFF THE WALL

Each of PS 20’s K-5 classrooms has 18-26 unique, fully capable 

little human beings. One kid may be terrific at drawing. Another 

at science. Another may be able to express very adult concepts - 

in kindergarten! Regardless, very child wants to be 

acknowledged in their own way in their classroom. 

   To facilitate this concept, each classroom now has a Learning 

Wall: a huge, black, pin-able, write-able space that teachers 

utilize to facilitate each child’s development through civic 

engagement, self-directed autonomy, and respectful debate. 

     To use these tools, teachers start a unit of study by writing an 

essential, complex question on the Learning Wall which the 

students then answer in a variety of ways. As kids co-create 

the Wall, each child’s thinking and learning becomes tangible 

and integrates history, language, math, and science. 

Besides demonstrating the work of the whole class, the Wall is 

also a window into each child’s unique thinking. 

     A wall may take weeks or months to develop. Or it can take 

20 minutes –like during the Learning Wall workshop held this 

September. Third to fifth graders and their parents participated 

as teachers teachers observed the co-creation of a wall. Both 

children and parents were asked “How is my school a 

community?” While the adults wrote down their answers, two 

children drew colorful pictures, one wrote a story, one made a 

diagram, and one child created a literary construct, a metaphor. 

As everything went up on the Wall the message became clear: 

School is about love and working together. 

To supplement a 

classroom unit on animal 

diversity, Miss. Iseult's 1st 

grade class went on their 

first field trip to visit a 

classmate's nearby home to 

meet her 4 pet... chickens! 

If you have a neighborhood field trip idea 

that may supplement a learning unit, 

contact your child's teacher!

by DK Holland / inquiringmindsusa.com

The Learning Wall was 

developed at PS 20. Inquiring 

Minds & the parents of PS 20 

fundraised to install them in all 

classrooms this year and 

provide all necessary 

professional development.   

The segment was part of their science unit on animal 

diversity. The students have been studying the life cycle 

of the chick and are working on a book (in French) that 

explains its life cycle. Miss Iseult explained, "the aim 

was to have a more concrete vision of what we've 

been studying. Aside from petting and feeding hens, 

the class worked on a scientific diagram of the hen, 

which fit both science and literacy curriculum." 

     Miss Iseult also shared that "Hands on learning is 

important because it makes the abstract concrete, and 

it connects our learning to the world. It emphasizes the 

meaning of why we are learning: we are not learning 

about chickens  because the teacher said so, but 

because they exist around us, even in our friend's 

backyard. It also has a great effect on motivation! I am 

not sure students would have been as excited copying 

a picture of a hen in the classroom and adding labels!” 

     Sara Putnam, 1st grade parent who hosted the 

trip, explained that it all developed out of a 

conversation between her and Miss Iseult. She shared, 

"I thought for about 2 seconds about bringing the 

chickens to the classroom but decided that was too 

much stress (both for the chickens and for me!)." A 

walking trip seemed like a better option. Sara also 

encourages other parents who have interesting 

hobbies or jobs to think creatively about how they can 

bring a skill or interest to the classroom and encourage 

teachers to inform parents about upcoming curriculum 

--you never know what topic might be a hidden gem. 

Do you want to help fund Inquiring Minds program with a tax

deductible donation? Go to b.ps20.org/kids-council-ioby


