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Did your child come home in April doing the wiggle dance or talking about 

different kinds of honeys? That’s because they attended the honeybee 

workshop during science class! 

     Through funds raised by the Green Arts fundraising initiative and in 

partnership with City Growers, PS 20 will be supporting the installation of 

beehives to the school roof this May. The beehive houses a colony of 

honeybees (which includes our very own queen), which will be a valuable 

contribution to the pollination and sustainability of plants all over the 

FG/CH community. And PS 20 is proud to be the first NYC school to host 

these valuable neighborhood resources. 

     Not only can we look forward to some delicious “PS20 Honey” in our 

future, but all classes will be benefiting from having two classes with City 

Growers staff in collaboration with Ms. Nixon’s science class. Here, 

students will be observing first-hand how honeybees socialize, eat, 

reproduce, and support the ecosystem. The honeybees studied are safely 

and securely transported to the science lab –students are not permitted to 

access the roof. Students are also not permitted to touch live honeybees, 

which will be observed behind closed glass. And be sure to ask your kids 

about the Massacre of the Drones, which the parents enjoyed learning 

about at the March PTA meeting. 

     Please know that honeybees are not aggressive nor are they the type 

that like to hang out near playground trashcans in the warmer months. So 

let’s give a warm welcome to our useful new neighbors! 

HONEYBEES ARE COMING TO PS 20 



ALL ABOUT... 

MS. LEATHERS

If you could live on another planet, which one would it be 

and why? I don't think this is a planet, but if I can live 

somewhere else it would be Heaven, because that's a peaceful 

place with no trouble or turmoil. What is your favorite 

book? "The Birchbark House "by Louise Eldridge. This is a fourth 

Grade Native American story, that I love to read to my students. 

 It is an exciting book. If you could only eat one food for the 

rest of your life, what would it be? Salad. It is healthy and it is 

tasty, once you put the different toppings on it. What is your 

favorite trait about yourself?  I am a very polite and friendly 

person. If your classroom was a movie, what would the title 

be? The Avengers, because my students are like super heroes 

when they solve their math problems and help each other with 

their work. Describe Ms. Barbera in 1 word. Visionary! Share 

a memory from when YOU were in elementary school? I 

remember my mother teaching me how write my name and I 

went to the library and got my first library card at 4 years 

old. What's something you'd like the parents and students of 

PS 20 to know about YOU? I would like the parents to know 

that I am a dedicated and loyal person, who is sincere and has 

compassion for the students and for the work that I do. 

10 fun questions with  

the 3rd grade teacher

In March, PS 20 hosted its first Summer Camp Fair for the school 

community, where camps from around Brooklyn spoke with 

prospective parents and kids about their programs. The PTA also 

provided a craft table, and kids' adorable artwork graced the front 

hall the weeks following the event. For a full listing of participating 

summer camps, email newsletter@ps20.org.   

Camp  Fair & Silent Auction

A big thank you on behalf of the
PTA to all the parents, family
members, students, teachers,
administrators, and community

members who volunteer their time
to make PS 20 a success. Give

yourself a pat on the back for the
valuable contributions you have
made to the development of our

students and the learning
environment of the school. 

National Volunteer Month 

In case you missed it...

The PS 20 PTA has officially been incorporated as a 

NY not-for-profit corporation & received our 501(c)3 

status! Thank you to those who made this happen!

In May, parents from all grades came 

together at Putnam's Pub & Cooker 

to raise funds to support school 

programs. The PTA is thrilled that 

over $27,000 was raised and thanks 

the families who attended, families 

and community members who 

donated the incredible auction items, 

Putnam's for their generous donation 

of the event, and Kaleidoscope for 

providing child care.



APRIL - AUTISM 

AWARENESS MONTH  

CELEBRITY SIGHTING... 

AND  ICE CREAM
Mr. Hampton’s Kindergarten music class had a special guest.  K-106 

student, Phoenix Ross, invited her uncle, Frank Ferrer, of Gun N' Roses, 

as a special visitor to surprise her fellow classmates. We enlisted 

Hilda Ferrer, his sister and PS 20 mom, to interview Frank for the 

newsletter! Below is an excerpt from the interview--the full interview 

can be found in this week's weekly PTA e-newsletter!   

Hilda: So, Frank, tell us a little about yourself. Frank: I was born and 

raised in NYC. My parents immigrated from Cuba and raised you, me 

and our sister, Flor, in Chelsea. 

Hilda: Where did you go to school as a kid? Frank: We went to St. 

Francis Xavier, a Catholic school in Chelsea. 

Hilda: Did the school have a music program? Frank: Yes, nothing like 

at PS 20, but we had a Music Teacher, Mr. Gomez, and a piano. He 

focused mostly on singing and performance, but a few of his students 

played instruments. So we would incorporate that into whatever 

assembly he presented to the school. I played my father’s bongos. 

Hilda: How impactful was the music program at your school? Frank: 

Extremely impactful! I am still great friends with Mr. Gomez today! He 

was a huge influence on me. He encouraged me to play a full drum 

kit and to follow my rock and roll dreams in the clubs of NYC. 

Hilda: Tell us why it was important for you to visit your niece’s 

class? Frank: Well, I love my niece and I love my family. So, when 

Phoenix personally asked me to come and visit her music class 

because they were learning to play the drums, there was no way I 

wouldn’t do it. I thought it would be great to see the music class, 

learn a little bit more about the music program and the work that Mr. 

Hampton is doing with the kids. It is very cool to know that even in 

Pre-K, children are introduced to music and get to explore the 

instruments. I’m looking forward to hearing the school band. I’m told 

they are awesome. The K Class was so good and attentive. They 

asked me the coolest questions. I love children and I really enjoyed 

seeing them. They played the drums for me! It was a real treat. I am 

lucky to have a drumstick sponsorship with Vater Percussion and 

when I told them I was coming to PS 20 they wanted to hook the kids 

up. They were extremely generous and supplied each student in K-106 

with two pairs of drumsticks (one of which is actually custom made 

with my name and likeness), and a book with easy to learn drum 

lessons. 

Be a Friend to Someone with Autism 

■ Take the Initiative - your friend may 

want to be included & not know how to 

ask 

■ Find Common Interests- like movies, 

sports, and music 

■ Be Persistent and Patient - your friend 
may take more time to respond but may 
not mean he or she isn’t interested. 

■ Take a stand if you see someone 

teasing or bullying a friend with autism 

■ Don’t Be Afraid - your friend is just a kid 
like you who needs a little help. 

Ms. Apton's K-106 class isn't all about rock 'n' roll--
they also won the school wide Read-A-Thon! Their
class read 156 books together. Ms. Apton shared,
"I start most of my read-alouds saying ‘this is one
of my favorite books,’ and it’s not an exaggeration
at all...I love reading and I love children’s books, so
good thing I’m a kindergarten teacher!" The class
also incorporated the 7 habits into the reading
which helped students recognize these habits in
others and emulate the behaviors in their own
lives.  
     In honor of this accomplishment, Ms. Barbera
and Ms. Blyden surprised the class with an ice
cream party! Way to go K-106! 

For more on
Frank Ferrer
check out his

website,
https://www.frank
ferrerofficial.com/



THE INQUIRING MINDS 

JOURNALISM 

TEAM PRESENTS "GETTING 

TO KNOW MS. MORRISON" 

Interviewers: Magaly Tello, Brooke 

Brown, Abigail Caldeira and Kai Power 

Edited by: Interview edited by Law 

Watford. Assistance by Madison 

Coach: DK Holland, Inquiring Minds USA 

L to R: Magaly Tello, Ranger Chris, Brooke Brown, Law 

Watford, Abby Caldeira & Fort Greene Park Conservancy 

Development Director Helen Song in front of the largest 

tree which Brooke discovered on the Scavenger Hunt. It’s 

a double London Planes tree. Go find it! 

Q: Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher

because I realized that I learned differently from other

students in my class, and I wanted to help those students

similar to me. 

Q: When did you know you wanted to become a

teacher? I knew it since I was 5. 

Q: How long have you been teaching? I have been

teaching public school for 7 years and I taught adults for 3

years. 

Q: Are the methods you teach similar to the methods

you were taught? No, they have  changed tremendously. 

Q: Where did you go for elementary school, and how

were your school years in general? I went to P.S.26 for

elementary school and it was rough because I was new to

New York City. Middle school was awkward because I was

a pre-teen. High school was amazing. 

Q: What do you value most in life? I value friendships,

but what I value most of all is honesty. 

Q: What are your hobbies? Swimming, bowling, movies,

any kind of dancing, cooking, and baking. 

Q: What is your favorite color? Pink. 

Q: If you had a super power what would it be? My

superpower would be invisibility or teleportation. 

Q: Where have you traveled? I have traveled to a lot of

places. For instance, I have been to Alaska, and I enjoyed

Paris and Barbados. 

Q: Where do you want to travel to? I still want to travel

to The Philippines, Greece, and Singapore. I love traveling

because I get to see other cultures and try new foods. 

Q: What is your favorite food? Callabos which is a

Jamaican dish. I am also an exotic food taster!

Graphic and photo by Magaly Tello

Calling all artists &
journalists! We have one
newsletter left of the year

and welcome all  
student and parent
contributions. Email

newsletter@ps20.org to
get started!


