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     On Tuesday, June 5th, 2018, our school STEAM Team launched the 

inaugural PS 20 STEAM Night! STEAM stands for Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics. The turnout was fabulous with more 

than 100 students and their families visiting over 30 exhibits throughout the 

school and its grounds! 

     The students were fully engaged by hands-on demos: they got to wire 

up lights and robots; play with both virtual and live animals; get messy with 

giant bubbles and fluorescent slime; shine pennies; tie dye with natural 

dyes; construct iconic architectural and greenspace models; peer through 

microscopes; get a workout and chat with the PS 20 nurse; and explore 

the evolution of the telephone. Proudly displayed were winning PS 20 

student research projects from the District 13 STEM Expo. Rounding out the 

event were film screenings, a student work art gallery, a photo booth, 

popcorn, and a free raffle with awesome prizes including science kits, 

toys, and tae kwon do lessons. 

     The STEAM team extends a sincere thank you to all who made this a 

reality - all the students and parents in attendance; the tireless station 

leaders and volunteers who were comprised of teachers, family members, 

and outside organizations; the PS 20 PTA; community partners who 

donated to the raffle; and of course Principal Barbera, Vice Principal 

Blyden, and all the faculty and staff supporters.  The PS 20 community 

really came out full STEAM! 

     The STEAM Team is already planning next year’s events! We are 

brainstorming more ways to support our students as they wonder and 

create. All are invited to join by emailing steam@ps20.org. 

STEAM  NIGHT MAKES A SPLASH

Parents! 

   Do you have some time to 

volunteer this summer to help PS 20 

PTA prepare for the fall? Here are 

some things you can do whether you 

are in town or traveling this summer: 

   1. Volunteer to keep the garden   

   2. Assist with fundraising planning 

   3. Assist with developing 

afterschool programs 

   4. Read Read and Read with your 

kid(s)! 

Email newsletter@ps20.org to get 

involved!

by The PS 20 STEAM Team



ALL ABOUT... 
MS. ISEULT

If you could live on another planet, which one would it be? I am 

actually scared of outer space so I'm happy on Earth! I close my eyes 

through most space documentaries, they terrify me! What is your favorite 

book? I have many favorites! I love books by Toni Morrisson, and recently I 

loved reading Elena Ferrante's Neapolitan Quartet. If you could only 

eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be? French pastries, 

and it would be a hard choice between coffee eclairs and millefeuilles 

(what Americans call "Napoleon"). What is your favorite trait about 

yourself?  I am very honest. What is your favorite thing about  PS 20? I 

love that the principal and vice-principal know all children by name. I also 

love the creativity, with the monthly performances, band, and Green Arts 

program. Tell us about your pets. I have 3 cats. One of them, Nestor, 

couldn't handle the big city so he retired in the French countryside and my 

mom spoils him now. The other two, Sasha and Voltairine, are 10 months 

old and live with me. Sasha plays fetch and Voltairine is obsessed with 

food. Describe Ms. Barbera in 1 word. Driven. Share a memory from 

when YOU were in 1st grade I remember not being able to sleep one 

night because I didn't know my poem by heart and I was afraid that 

Madame Fléty, who was a very strict teacher, would call me to recite it in 

front of the class. She didn't, and I don't remember what poem it was! I 

think she is the reason I'm not too strict and I never ask my students to 

learn poems by heart, even though we learn many poems together. What's 

something you'd like PS 20 to know about YOU? I was very anxious to 

have my own classroom, but they have made it a great year.  

A few fun questions with  

the 1st grade teacher

     Another successful show for the books! This month 

dozens of students braved the stage to perform in 

the PS 20 talent show. Coordinated by dance 

teacher Mr. Chung, both the daytime and night 

performances were organized, well-attended, and 

raised the roof.  

     A few of the acts to grace our stage were a ninja 

warrior, magicians, glow stick routine, dancers, 

singers (including 2 songs performed in French and 

one in Spanish!), and gymnastics routines (one which 

highlighted social justice for women!) A big thank you 

to all the performers and volunteer coaches, and a 

special kudos to the energizing student MCs Abigail 

Caldeira and Tynia Coley!  

     So who's ready to start practicing for next year!?

PS 20's GOT TALENT

PS 20 was awarded $250,000 via
the city's Participatory Budgeting
program to be used to improve
building safety including much-

needed electrical upgrades. Way to
go parents and community

members for supporting this
important initiative! 

Did you hear?



A NIGHT TO 

REMEMBER

Congratulations Class of 2018! Your contributions 

to the PS 20 community have been incredible, and 

we wish you all the success and happiness as you 

embark on the journey to middle school. 

Education is the most powerful weapon which you 

can use to change the world. -- Nelson Mandela. 

Did you know that PS 20 is taking steps towards 
becoming  a Zero Waste School? Led by PTA co- 
president Meryem Ellis, the goal of the race to 
zero waste is to dramatically reduce school waste 
by the end of the 2018-19 school year. A more 
robust tackling of the sorting will be implemented 
class-by-class at each of the cafeteria shifts this 
fall, and students will be encouraged to be the 
leaders of the green movement. A few initiatives 
that have already been implemented are: 
  - beautiful 3 bin composting system in the 
garden 

  - additional recycling containers and helpful 
 signs in the cafeteria 

  - Student training and instruction on the 
importance and “how tos” of recycling and 
composting with Mr. Jonathan 

You can Take the Zero Waste Pledge! 

Be part of the solution, take the pledge to reduce, 
reuse and recycle! Commit to living a greener 
lifestyle, whether by donating clothes, separating 
food scraps for compost, or recycling your old TV. 
Instead of sending trash to a far-away landfill, 
take the pledge to create a more sustainable city 
for future generations. 

Zero Waste

Let's head to the gym!
PS 20 is excited to share that Ms. Cassimiro
will be joining us in the fall as our new Physical
Education teacher. She will bring her diverse
background in dance, circus arts, and fitness to
Physical Education classes that focus on skill-
related components such as balance,
coordination, agility, and endurance. Our
students will have Physical Education at least
once a week. Fun fact—Ms. Cassimiro speaks
three languages! Let’s give her a warm PS 20
welcome!

Looking good & 
getting down at the 
annual 5th grade 
dance



THE INQUIRING MINDS 

JOURNALISM TEAM PRESENTS 

"WHO IS A RISING STAR?" 

by Abigail Caldeira, Kai Power, Law 

Watford, Magaly Tello, Brooke Lynne 

Brown, and Madison Hall  with  

DK Holland of Inquiring Minds USA 

(Left to right) Abby, Madison, Kai, Magaly, Law and Brooke with the ballot 

boxes and the ballot each student received. 

The Rising Star Award is given to a 5th grade boy and girl who 

has been through a productive struggle - big or small - 

consistently during the school year. 

     All 4th and 5th graders voted for the award. No adults 

voted. Together Abby, Kai, Law, Magaly and Brooke created a 

ballot that included all the names of the 5th grade students. 

Madison, who is in 4th grade, designed and wrote the ballot. 

They also made ballot boxes. 

     “The 4th graders also voted because they are gonna be the 

new 5th graders. They have observed 5th graders and they 

know who meets the requirements of being the RSA winner.” Kai 

said. “Adults don’t know what the students are like when they’re 

not there. THEY’RE CRAZY.” 

     “The children felt it was important to vote because your 

opinion matters if you are included and if you don’t vote you will 

feel left out.” Abigail and Magaly said. 

     “Democracy is a complicated concept. Voting is easier to 

understand.” Law said. “Everyone is born a citizen of the world. 

That’s why its important to get involved in civics in elementary 

school.” Brooke and Ms. DK agreed. 

     The RSA recipients were first revealed at the 5th grade 

Stepping up Ceremony. Law Watford was the boy who got the 

award and Brooke Brown and Jamira James tied for the most 

votes for the girl so both got it. The awards were presented by 

Laurie Cumbo, our City Council Majority Leader. 

Congratulations Brooke, Jamira, and Law!

A BIG thank you to 
the journalism team

for their valuable
contributions to this
year's newsletter! 

Why did the chicken 

cross the road?
...Well it may have been to go see 

his friends at PS 20! This year, Ms. 

Garrett's Pre-K class has been 

studying and raising baby chicks 

and ducks. The little cuties began 

their journey as eggs (which were 

studied via candling) and were 

helped incubated by volunteer 

parents and who, to the delight of 

the students, eventually hatched! A 

group of students named the "Egg 

Heads" have been taking care of 

PS 20's new feathered friends in 

Ms. Nixon's science lab, and the 

animals have been taken on a 

school-wide tour to visit the other 

classes. 


