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It may have been an overcast evening, but P.S. 20 stars came out to 

shine at Astronomy Night on October 26! After a tasty dinner served by 

the STEAM Team, three wonderful volunteers from the Amateur 

Astronomer’s Association of New York (AAA) presented on the moon 

and stargazing in our night sky. The generous AAA crew also brought 

telescopes for P.S. 20 budding astronomers to peer through and 

happily answered question after question on space, stars, planets, 

NIGHT UNDER THE STARS 

Don't forget!

Students and parents dive into space with the Amateur Astronomy 

Association of NY

 

Student-led 

parent teacher 

conferences are 

on November 15th

interstellar travel, and more. 

Other activities involved making 

star finders, using Oreos to learn 

about phases of the moon, 

coloring your own solar system, 

and a raffle featuring a variety of 

space-themed prizes (like tickets 

to the Hayden Planetarium at the 

Museum of Natural History!). Over 

100 people attended the event, 

and eyes were a-twinkle 

throughout the evening. Thank 

you to AAA and all in our PS20 

community who made the event 

possible! 
Feedback? Email steam@ps.20.org.



ALL ABOUT 
MS. CASSIMIRO

if you could live in another country, which one would it be?  Greece or 

Italy, because of the rich history, ancient ruins, and amazing food. Why do 

you think teamwork is important? Teamwork promotes an atmosphere that 

fosters friendship, loyalty, and relationships with those around you. Everyone 

possess diverse talents, strengths and weaknesses. When you put all of those 

traits together through teamwork we can achieve goals more effectively. If 

you were a dessert, which would it be? Ice cream. Who doesn't like ice 

cream? Hey, a great sweet way to get calcium. What is your favorite trait 

about yourself? I am a social butterfly. doesn't matter who you are young or 

old I love meeting new people and getting to know them. If your class was 

a sport, what would it be?  Rhythmic gymnastics because it combines 

elements of ballet, gymnastics, dance, and apparatus manipulation which 

keeps your body moving. What surprised you most about starting at PS 

20? The level of community and parent engagement in our school is quite 

wonderful. Describe Ms. Barbera. Fabulous!  Tell us about your 

pets. Pipoca, which means popcorn in Portuguese, is very hyperactive 

consistently jumping all around. She is definitely a physical furry four-legged 

cat. Share a memory from when YOU were in school.  I grew up in Brazil, 

and remember how the school lunch was quite amazing. Eating school food 

was like eating home cooked meals. What's something you'd like the 

parents and students of PS 20 to know about YOU? -  I had spent many 

years of my younger adult life working for the amazing Mickey Mouse and his 

world famous friends. May be just where I got all my 'cheesy' ways.  

FARM TO LUNCH TABLE

A few  fun facts about our  
 new Phys  Ed  teacher

Garden to Cafe is a collaboration between SchoolFood and Grow to Learn that brings 

chefs to NYC schools that have gardening programs. It first came to P.S. 20 in 2012, 

soon after the P.S. 20 Farms Program (now Green Arts) began. Through the Green Arts 

program we harvest from our garden, and Garden to Cafe supplements that harvest 

with organic, local produce. This gives students the opportunity to taste what they've 

grown, raises awareness about gardening, and encourages healthy eating and local 

produce consumption. Chef Holly Howitt prepared salad with an apple basil vinaigrette 

and parent volunteers distributed portions of the salad, plus delicious apples and purple 

carrots to both P.S. 20 and Arts & Letters students.  



What about Global Fashion?

by Kid Reporters - Camya, Devin, Isabella, Melanie, Sade, 

Taniah, Jayden, Cora, Zoe, Krista, Sazidah, Nyla, Eric, 

Madison, Ella, Cassidii, & assisted by Inquiring Minds!

Do you know what ties everyone together?
Fashion! Whether it’s a 2-year-old from
Jamaica or a 50-year-old from the U.S.,
everyone dresses up. Even astronauts! This
article is to remind you how clothes are made,
who makes them, and where it’s from.

Fast fashion is like the usual trend - 
fidget spinners or Pokemon cards - it
goes in and out. Only this time with
clothes. Once people are done with
a trend, they either throw their
clothes out or put them in the back
of their closets. People think that this
is fine, but in 2014, the U.S.
generated 16.22 million tons of
thrown out clothes that just went to
landfills when they could have been
recycled. You can give or sell your
clothes instead of throwing them out,
which is much better.

Fast Fashion

A note from Inquiring Minds: The kids used a Learning
Wall to sort out all their ideas. The boys wanted to
explore space and the girls wanted to write and draw
about fashion. One student declared “Let’s call it Global
Fashion.” They have so many ideas, the plan is to
create an exhibit in December so please look at this as a
‘work in progress.’   -- DK Holland and Rinesty Rusli



Jamaica is one of the most
beautiful countries on earth
but what I personally like
about it is their fashion.
They are beautiful art pieces
that make a big statement.
They have lots of pieces
that can mix and match.
What pieces you ask?  
     Well I’ll tell you that they
are very big on their flag
colors –  black, gold and
green. They have dresses
and skirts in their flag colors
they also are big on what
they wear and how they
wear it!  
     The capital is Kingston
then they have the places
which are Montego Bay,
Ocho, and Negril. 

Jamaican Fashion 

In this report, we will talk about how fashion in
India is created, and the unfairness for the
garment workers. 
      Brands, such as Forever 21, Urban
Outfitters, and Victoria’s Secret in Bangalore call
the workers donkeys, dogs, and other insults
when they can’t reach an impossible goal (such
as when they can’t make 150 pieces of clothing
in a half hour). Workers are mostly women and
they are paid very little. These places are small
and crowded, and people can and have died.
These workers go on strike but may lose their
jobs. Workers, on average, sew for eight hours a
day, six days a week. There is a lot of child
labor, because brands will take advantage of
children whose parents are immigrants and
cannot work. Children get beat up and are called
names, but they have to work in jobs like these
so they can survive. Fabric and garments in
India are very pretty and usually decorated, but
they have a terrible history.

HOW FASHION  IN 

 INDIA IS MADE



Booksale / Octoberfest
Another wonderful Octoberfest! 

This year's event featured bouncy 

castle, fire truck slide, arts & crafts, 

pony rides,  drumming, food...and of 

course fun. A new addition was the 

very popular book sale! 

Literacy Parade annual tradition

Parents Night Out
The Fundraising Committee hosted its first Parents Night Out this September at 

DSK on Fulton Street. Not only are PNOs an important funding source for the 

school, as Fundraising Committee co-Chair Kathryn Diaz shares, "They are an 

opportunity to get to know other parents--they build friendships, strengthen our 

PS20 community, and give us all a fun night out."

What's happening at P.S. 20?

Chat N Chew

Every year, each P.S. 20 grades studies a book to present, in costume, to their 

fellow students and the surrounding community on Halloween. 

Principal Barbara held her first monthly "chat n chew" with parents. At the 

meeting, parents and administration discussed space planning, ways to 

implement mindfulness practices as a part of school culture, and future initiatives 

at the school. Join us this month on November 20 at 8:30 a.m...and let's hope 

there will be more delicious cake! 



MOSAIC LAUNCH 
A SUCCESS! 
This September, P.S. 20 PTA launched 

Mosaic, a new afterschool enrichment 

program. Running 5 days a week until 6 

p.m., Mosaic offers a wide array of fun 

and educational classes for  students in 

all grades. Mosaic students also get 

homework help, snack, and plenty of time 

for free play, all supervised by Program 

Director Ms. Eubanks and her great staff. 

Here’s what some students have to say: 

The counselors are nice, the activities are 

really fun, they help us with our homework, 

we get a lot of time to eat snack and we 

also get outside time! -- Louise 

My favorite thing about Mosaic is soccer 

because its my favorite sport and I want 

to be a professional soccer player and be 

on Kylin Mbappé's team. -- Gaston 

I like playing... so we have this game in 

dance and we play it and it’s called 

“clean your room.” It’s so silly.  -- Mae 

Registration for 

Spring semester will 

begin Dec. 5th  Feedback, suggestions, or want to be part of the
newsletter committee? Email newsletter@ps20.org!

Meet the Presidents

SILLY HAT DAY
Mosaic has been a 

huge success in its 

inaugural 

semester, raising 

funds for our 

school, while 

retaining 20% of 

its spots for 

students receiving 

scholarship. 

When I think of my vision for P.S.20 it's bigger 

than the classroom instruction; bigger than our 

programming or the enrichment. My vision is a 

true community where each and every one of us 

is valued by everyone from the administration to 

each parent. A community where parents have  

discovered how much our children can teach us about our biases and how 

to overcome them. A community that can truly be a support mechanism to 

its members in need and understand the lifelong educational value in 

doing so. 

It's important for caretakers (from parents to grandparents to extended 

family) to be involved in the school because your presence is an automatic 

positive influence on your child's education. The more our children see us in 

the school, the more they'll value their school experience and the more 

you'll be able to influence their experience. Being a bystander is an option, 

but it's not a good one - particularly if you're a person who is prone to 

complaining about the changes that you were never there to influence. 

Next month, we'll be meeting co-president Meryem Ellis!

by Law Watford


